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The Coleopterists’ bookshelf is uot 
overloaded with books and mono- 
graphs, which perhaps is to be re- 
gretted, and perhaps not. When we are 
blessed by the birth of a new publica- 
tion, we cannot help but shout in the 
highways and byways, for such are to 
be read. The good will take their place 
among the honored names, and the bad 
will fall by the wayside. 


fan MALTMINI OF NORTH 
AMERICA (COLEOPTERA, CAN- 
THARIDAE) 


By KeļĒxera M. FENperR. 1951. Ameri- 
tan Midl. Nat. 46: 513-629, 252 figs. 
This paper is a study of an obscure 
group of beetles by one of America’s 
dwindling band of amateur entomolo- 
gists. Its author is a rural mail carrier 
in MeMinnville, Oregon, and an en- 
thusiastic and competent coleopterist. 
He and his wife, Dorothy, have assem- 
bled a very fine collection of Oregon 
Coleoptera and a continent-wide col- 
lection of the Lampyroid-Cantharoid 
families, on which they specialize. This 
paper is a revision of the 3 genera and 
119 species of Malthini so far found 
north of Mexico. At the time Mr. Fen- 
der began his studies 40 species were 
known from our area, of which 21 had 
been described by LeConte between 
1854 and 1884, and 16 by Fall in 1919. 
Mr. Fender has added 79 species of 
which 71 are described as new in the 
present monograph. The species have 
been separated in important measure 
on the basis of the structure of the 
complexly modified terminal segments 
of the abdomen in the inale, and most 
of the 252 figures are devoted to illus- 
trating these modifications. In view of 
Mr. Fender’s findings, one can hardly 
doubt but that many more speices still 
remain to be detected. 
MELVILLE H. HATCH 
University of Washington 
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AN ILLUSTRATED SYNOPSIS OF 
THE PRINCIPAL LARVAL FORMS 
OF THE ORDER COLEOPTERA. 


By Apam G. Bovine and F. C. CRAIG- 
HEAD, 1953. Brooklyn Entomological 
Society. 

It is with considerable satisfaction 
that we examine a copy of the new 
printing of this most comprehensive 
work on the larvae of the Coleoptera. 
It is nicely bound and_ beautifully 
printed, exactly as it appeared origi- 
nally in 1931 in the first four numbers 
of vol. XT of Entomologica Americana. 
All entomologists working with the 
larvae of Coleoptera should be grate- 
ful to the Brooklyn Entomological So- 
ciety for reprinting and again making 
available this invaluable book. 

It is perhaps to be regretted that 
the original authors were not persuad- 
ed to revise the book to make correc- 
tions of the few inaccuracies of the 
original and to add the results of re- 
cent research. 

For those unacquainted with it, the 
volume includes a three page introduc- 
tion discussing the relationships of the 
different families based on their larval 
characters; sixty pages of keys to the 
suborders, superfamilies and series, 
families, subfamilies and occasionally 
tribes; references to the more impor- 
tant previous works on larval Coleop- 
tera; a list of abbreviations used on 
the figures; and 125 plates, each carry- 
ing from ten to twenty-five figures. 
The keys are very full, clear and un- 
derstandable, and include considerable 
detail. Many footnotes add further dis- 
cussion of relationships, similarities, 
and exceptions. The plates, with fig- 
ures unsurpassed in clarity and detail, 
are practically all from original draw- 
ings representing the results of over 
fifteen years of continuous and exact- 
ing research. 

O. L. CARTWRIGHT 
U. S. National Museum 


